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State of the Church  

The Pastor’s Report to the 

2007 Charge Conference  

This past summer, 

Chaires United 

Methodist Church was 

forced to say goodbye 

to our beloved pianist 

Yukari Yano, as she 

moves on with her l ife 

as a professor and 

pianist.  Since that time 

though, we have been 

blessed with Eun-hee 

Park, CUMC’s new pianist, to whom we welcome with open and 

loving arms. 

Born in Korea, Park arrived in the states at the age of seven, when 

she began to play the piano as well.  Now at the age of 26, she has 

progressed in her skill and gone on to study at major universities in 

Colorado, Oklahoma, and recently at Florida State University, 

where she hopes to receive her doctorial degree.  Park has also 

studied harpsichord, and says that she wishes that if she had not  

~ cont’d on Pg. 2 

What Will Our Legacy Be? 

What does the future hold for us as we embark on our “building 

program?”  Will we meet our expansion goals, or is this simply a 

vision that we are going to let die? 

We have a wonderful church in CUMC.  As reasonably new 

members, my wife and I recognize the uniqueness of this church.  

We have a wonderfully friendly and diverse congregation.  It is 

steeped in love!  All who attend services here can truly feel 

welcome.   

I believe that we become “no longer strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 

God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in 

whom the whole building, being f itted together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a 

dwelling place of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:19-22 - NKJV). 

~ cont’d on Pg. 2 

Chaires UMC ended the 2006 

calendar year on an upbeat 

with the Women’s 

Conference. With the theme 

of The Higher the Hair – The 

Closer to God?, the women 

of Chaires went all out to 

make this event a success 

both spiritually and 

entertaining.  The 

momentum carried over into 

the New Year with the 

building expansion program, 

a mission team joining with 

Miccosukee UMC traveling 

to Guatemala during the 

spring break, and for the 

second year we sent several 

adults and youth to the 

Gretna area to participate in 

the Love at Work Program.   

Our church continues to 

grow in its Sunday school 

ministries, Bible studies, and 

~ cont’d on Pg. 8 
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Church Expansion Update 

We are now one month 

into fund raising for the 

church expansion 

project.  Status for the 

fund raising is posted 

weekly on the poster 

board in the sanctuary. 

As you can see, we are 

progressing very slowly.  

Pledges have been received for approximately 30 

percent of the need, which has resulted in actual 

donations against the pledges of about 3 percent of the 

need. 

At the Sunday Services, 9/16/07, Keith Horne, 

President, and Marty 

Raggett, Vice President of 

the United Methodist 

Men’s ministry (UMM) 

presented a $1,000 

donation to Pastor Bill for 

the building fund.  Keith 

stated that the UMM will 

fully support the 

expansion project and implored every one to also 

support the project to their fullest means.  Keith ended 

his presentation with the promise that the UMM will 

also do something next month. 

~ submitted by Jon Berry 

Pianist ~ cont’d from Pg. 1 

originally chosen piano, that she 

would have specialized in cello. 

Park heard of the open position 

of pianist at CUMC from Yano, 

and decided to take the spot.  “I 

feel very welcome here,” said 

Park.  Yet she is no stranger to 

hymn music, having played in 

churches for several years 

before.   

While she’s not busy with 

school or at Chaires, which is 

rare, Park simply loves to relax.  

With a hectic schedule, she 

seldom has time to do so.  Yet 

relaxing, reading, and watching 

movies fil l most of Park’s 

downtime, as well as ambitions 

to travel.   

When her schooling at FSU is 

finally completed, her future 

plans lie in moving to a larger 

city and  teaching and 

performing.  As for now, 

Tallahassee is just fine.  She has 

been a resident for three to four 

years and loves it.  Park said, “I 

really like Tallahassee, it is very 

beautiful.” 

~ by Sarah Taylor 

Donna Stephens on  

~ What Is Our Legacy – cont’d from Pg. 1 

As Pastor Bill so aptly writes in the Church Directory, “The people 

of Chaires are members in word and deed, serving God and 

helping to meet a spiritual as well as physical and emotional needs 

of members, friends, families and the community.  In order to 

achieve this vision, we must GROW!” 

We have a plan to expand our facilities.  To be able to do this, we 

need each and every person in this church to pledge their support to 

this effort.  If we do not, we face the possibility of becoming 

stagnant.  We all have a function to fulfill.  Every member is 

important.  If each member does his/her part, we can complete our 

building program. 

~ by Mulder Brown 

Please continue to pray for Donna 

Stephenson while she is away from 

her church family.  She will be 

receiving a light dose of chemo on 

Monday, October 1 and then on 

Tuesday she will begin the first of 

28 days of radiation treatments.  If 

you would like to write to her or 

send a card, her address is:  

 Donna Stephenson  

 c/o Benson  

 4410 Sweet Owen Road  

 Owenton, KY  40357  
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Featuring ~ Miss Faith Nicole Lenzo 

Kid’s Korner 

Faith Nicole Lenzo is not 

your average teenager.  Soon 

to be 17, Lenzo would rather 

be out exercising than 

vegetating in front of the 

couch, cooking for her family 

rather than getting fast food.  

Yet amongst her healthy 

habits, extracurricular 

activities, and schooling, she 

stil l manages to find time to 

for her friends and family. 

Lenzo is a Florida native, 

and has been attending 

Chaires United Methodist 

church now for several years.  

Her parents, Steven and 

Sharon Lenzo, have been active members for quite some time 

now, too.  Lenzo is extremely close to her parents, and can’t 

imagine leaving them once she graduates from high school.  

“My mom helps me handle my hectic schedule, by giving me 

that extra shove,” said Lenzo. Finally an upperclassman, Lenzo 

is a junior with a hectic schedule in and outside of school.  

On top of her studies, Lenzo is a member of her school cross 

country team this year with fellow CUMC member Alex Taylor, 

requiring at least two hour grueling practices per day, and 

meets every weekend.  Running for hours on end doesn’t seem 

to faze Lenzo though, as health is an extremely important to 

her.  So important, that Lenzo plans to major in dietetics, only 

expanding on her expertise in food and nutrition.  

Already on top of her studies, Lenzo loves all aspects of food, 

most importantly cooking it.  When she’s not busy preparing 

dinner for her family, she enjoys reading and writing as well.   

Down time doesn’t come easy with school and cross country 

though, so savoring those moments of relaxation are essential. 

~ by Sarah Taylor 

The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and 

as he preached, he moved briskly about the platform, 

jerking the mike cord as he went. Then he moved to one 

side, getting wound up in the cord and nearly tripping 

before jerking it again. After several circles and jerks, a 

little girl in the third pew leaned toward her mother and 

whispered, "If he gets loose, will he hurt us?” 

The boys have been bowling!  

We had great fellowship at 

Capital Lanes on September 15

th

.  

What fun!  We even had a strike 

or two!  We have started our 

new Sunday School class for the 

3-5 years old…and boy are they 

“Movin’ and Shakin’”, as their 

curriculum suggests.  Ask any of 

them and I bet they can tell you 

all about Moses.  

On fifth Sunday in September 

the Elementary Age Sunday 

School class performed for the 

congregation.  They got the 

congregation movin’ and shakin’ 

with Hallelujah!  Also presented 

was their monetary gift to the 

United Methodist Children’s 

home.  

Autumn is here which brings 

beauty.  We want our children 

to acknowledge and appreciate 

what the Lord has given us, so 

take some time with your 

children to gaze at the clear 

night sky, the change in the 

leaves, the fresh smell of the 

air. and the quiet of the night. 

~ by Joy Marshall 
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News From Our UMW 

United Methodist Men 

Give to the Church. 

The Chaires UMW met on 

Tuesday, September 11 at 6:15 p.m.  

We enjoyed a meal with the UMM 

ending it with a birthday cake for 

Lewis Jones. 

Our meeting started around 7:15 

with devotion led by Maggie Hall 

and assisted by Jeanne Robbins. 

There were reports concsrning 

ECHO and Women’s Shelter and 

Nurture.  Neva Holland does a wonderful job of getting 

the word out about the needs of ECHO, with Barbara 

Palmer and Neva and Jack seeing that it is all delivered.  

Neva does ask that each bag be marked with the total 

items in the bag which will save her and Barbara much 

time in the preparation prior to delivery. 

Mary Taylor heads the Women’s Shelter project and sees 

that our finished bags are delivered.  She asks that you 

keep brining in personal items such as deodorant, combs, 

soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.  See Mary 

– she can always use help. 

As most of us know, Edna Matthews keeps a good 

supply of greeting cards “at the ready” to send to those in 

our church family who need them.  A wonderful way to 

brighten up anyone’s day! 

Old and new business was discussed.  There are still 

plenty of our church ornaments for sale at $7.00 each.  

Please see any of our members if you would like to make 

a purchase.  (We would like to see every lady in the 

church become a member of UMW.)  Also, our quilt is 

almost finished - so get ready to buy some raffle tickets! 

Please don’t forget our women’s ministry, “Living in the 

Light” on October 13.  For only $5.00, you will have a 

wonderful morning of praise, worship and brunch.  We 

hope to see all of our ladies there and lots of guests. 

UMW meets every second Tuesday night from 

September through June – so Please ladies – come and 

join us! 

~ submitted by UMW President, Margaret Boyette 

United Methodist Men 

(UMM) of Chaires 

CUMC believe men 

worship best when they 

give to the church and 

others and change the way 

they live their Christian lives.  In 

practice of these beliefs, several of the 

men gave of their time this month to 

complete several projects around the 

church.  They trimmed numerous tree 

limbs that were endangering vehicles, 

primed and painted the new railings on 

the steps going into the original church 

and the parsonage, and painted the posts 

holding many of the signs around the 

church.   

UMM also held their first meeting of the 

year on September 11.  They enjoyed a 

delicious dinner before the meeting, 

celebrated Lewis Jones’s 72

nd

 birthday, 

and listened to a devotional on Jesus’ 

resurrection delivered by Marty Raggett.  

The men discussed the importance of the 

building expansion project and decided 

that supporting the project should be the 

primary focus of UMM for the next 

several years.  They committed to doing 

everything they can to join God in 

bringing this important program to 

fruition.   

The men also voted to pledge financial 

support to the building expansion over 

the next three years and to immediately 

donate $1,000 to the building program.  

Keith Horne and Marty Raggett 

presented this $1,000 donation to Pastor 

Bill at the Sunday church service on 

September 16.  During the presentation, 

Keith challenged other church 

~ cont’d on Pg. 6 
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Once Upon a Time . . .  

In a state far, far away lived a beautiful little girl.  Her 

family’s existence, like so many in her generation, might be 

termed meager by today’s standards but, like so many of the 

children of that time, she never realized it.  She had 

wonderful, hardworking parents who supplied all of the little 

girl’s needs and most of her “wants.”  Little did her parents 

know that when the beautiful little girl grew up she would 

become a fine Christian lady and one of Chaires United 

Methodist Church’s most stalwart and best loved members.  

But, let’s let her tell her story. 

“I was born and raised on a farm in Woodfield, Montgomery 

County, Maryland, the sixth of ten children.  My father was 

from Montgomery County, where my great-great-great 

paternal grandfather had been deeded land by the King of 

England.  My mother was from Texas and was one fourth 

Choctaw Indian.  My parents met and married in Texas about 

1928 moving to Maryland in 1932.  They bought a farm and 

raised nine children, one, my oldest sister having passed away in infancy.  

When I was eleven years old I joined 4-H.  I won a trip to Chicago for my participation in Food 

Preparation.  In cooking at home for a family of nine, I had to keep records of all meals cooked, the 

canning, gardening, tending chickens and doing laundry.  All of this prepared me for winning many 

ribbons at local fairs and other events, including Grand Champion for bread-baking (Hint, hint!) while 

my mother won the First Place Award.  Need a child complain about being bored or having “nothing 

to do”? 

I graduated from Damascus High School in 1956 and went to work for the FBI in Washington, D. C. 

in 1957 after graduating from business school.  I met and married my husband Jim, who was in the 

Marine Corps, on March 2, 1958.   We lived in D. C. for six months; then on to the University of 

Maryland before moving to Pensacola, Jim’s hometown.  Being homesick, we moved to Middletown, 

Maryland, a mountain valley town.  After twelve years, we moved to Lake Wales, Florida and then to 

Tallahassee. 

We were blessed with four beautiful daughters, Teresa Ann, Debbie, Gretchen and Renee (you should 

know who it is by now) and I am very proud of them all. I have two wonderful grandsons, Brian (12) 

and Dillon (10), who are both my pride and joy.   

I started my business in sewing in Maryland doing alterations for friends.  When we moved to Lake 

Wales, I started making clothes for my neighbors.  From then on, it was word-of-mouth.  When we 

moved to Tallahassee, I did alterations for Maas Brothers for six years.  After working for a bridal 

company for a while, I went out on my own and am still going strong.  I love my family and church 

family and this is really what keeps me going!” 

~ as told by Margaret Boyette to Evelyn Brown 
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Another Salute to WWII Veterans ~ UMM – cont’d from Pg. 4 

organizations and individual 

members to make this program 

a priority as well.   

 

Keith stated that UMM believe 

God is at work in this project, 

and He invites us to join him in 

His work.  Keith acknowledged 

that making this commitment 

would require each of us to 

make changes in our l ives, and 

that we will have to move 

forward through faith. Keith 

said, “God is clearly at work in 

this.  Let’s not miss our 

opportunity to join Him in His 

work.  Then, we will come to 

experience God as we join Him 

in this effort”. 

 

The next meeting of UMM will 

be on October 9,

 

with dinner at 

6:15 pm and the meeting at 7:00 

pm.  All men in the church are 

encouraged to attend and join 

UMM as they seek to serve our 

Lord through worship and 

service. 

~ by UMM President Keith Horne 

Chaires UMC Newsletter 

Volume 2, Number 7 

Editor: Evelyn Brown 

Assistant Editor – Sara Taylor 

Layout: Mulder Brown 

Thank you to all who 

contributed – Jon Berry, Gordon 

Lightfoot, Keith Horne, Joy 

Marshall, Margaret Boyette and 

Sarah Taylor - a young lady 

who’s  help has become 

indispensable.  Also, thanks to 

the Lightfoots for printing this 

newsletter. 

 There is a little known Society in Tallahassee.  It is the 

Tallahassee WWII Historical Society and it meets every 4

th

 

Saturday at the Fellowship Hall at Lakeview Baptist Church.   

 It was only through an odd chance that I overheard a clerk, 

while standing in a check out line at Sears, mention this Society 

and its meetings.  Before I knew it the lady had my email address 

and now along with 140 plus other individuals I get an email once 

a month telling me of their meetings and their guest speakers. I 

didn’t think I would ever attend one of their meetings as Saturday 

is usually a big day for home chores or sneaking out to go fishing.  

But then again I believe the Lord approaches us in different ways.  

  This time it was my granddaughter Brooke Bridges that 

approached me and 

asked that I help 

her with a class 

assignment she was 

working on.  She 

knows of my 

interest in military 

history and she is 

well aware that my 

Father and my 

Uncle was in 

WWII, one in the 

Pacific Campaign and the other in the European Theatre.  Brooke 

wanted me to help her with her paper on conflict and compromise 

in the context of WWII.  

 Well,  with a new invite to the WWII Historical Society’s 

meeting planned for Saturday, September 22, 2007 and with a 

guest speaker, Landon Brent, that flew 31 combat missions on a B-

24 with the 392

nd

 Bomb Group-578th Squadron and surviving 

being shot down on his 4

th

 mission and with many close encounters 

with German FW-190's, I just couldn’t pass it up.  I asked Brooke 

if she would l ike to go and meet a WWII combat veteran.  She said 

yes and we had a date.  

 We both got more than we bargained for.   

 In the Church Fellowship Hall between 20 and 30 people 

showed up; nearly all of them WWII veterans themselves or 

spouses of veterans.   There was no formal meeting, just a little 

fellowship with everyone coming in to the meeting and then the 

facil itator after leading us all in a pledge of allegiance to our flag, 

introduced Mr. Brent and he started talking.  

~ cont’d on Pg. 7 
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Women's Event - 2007 

October 13, 8:45-12noon 

The Women's Event this year is a follow up to our Women's Conference last November.   The event will 

be held here at Chaires UMC on Saturday, October 13, 8:45 -12 noon.   We will have a worship and praise 

time, a wonderful guest speaker  and a brunch.   Women, don't miss this opportunity for spiritual 

renewal and growth.   Bring a f riend.   Registration is only $5  per person.   Space is limited, so please 

sign yourself and your guests and friends up early!  

~ Another Salute to WWII Veterans - cont’d from Pg. 6 

 Mr. Landon Brent was an unassuming gentleman of just 85 years old.  He surprised Brooke and 

me by starting off talking about America’s history, from George Washington and the Revolutionary 

War, to our Civil War and the Gettysburg Address, even quoting some of it, and then on to the First 

World War with Germany and then on to how and why we got into WWII.  It was quite a moving 

American History lesson, from some one that has l ived a lot of it.  He spoke eloquently about this 

Great Country of ours and how our Freedom comes with a price.  He spoke of the hundreds of 

thousands of Americans that have died in conflicts from the Revolutionary War through today in our 

War in Iraqi.  He spoke of the millions of people that Russia and Germany lost in WWII. 

 It was quite a while before he started talking about himself and the missions he flew.  He, I 

believe, is typical of what we now call “the greatest generation,” someone that would almost rather 

not talk about the horrors of war or of the tough times all Americans experienced during that period of 

time.  Although he did emphasize to the audience several times that he thought everyone there were 

special people, special because they were there and knew and experienced all that was there at home 

and overseas.   Mr. Brent expressed that he knew young people today knew little of that period of 

American life and that the reality of mortality was taking WWII veterans at a more rapid rate every 

day.  

 The most riveting story of the several Mr. Brent told us was the one of himself and his plane 

being shot at and hit causing a crash landing.  In a B-24 bomber, a plane that carries a crew of 10 and 

flies at an altitude of about 20,000 feet, Mr. Brent was a gunner that lay in almost a prone position in a 

glass sphere underneath the belly of the plane.  He was shot in the back and one of the planes engines 

was shot and died.  The pilot, Mr. Brent was told later, decided to crash land on a beach in South 

England instead of ditching in the water, so that Mr. Brent would have a better chance of survival.   It 

was in later years, through the internet that Mr. Brent made contact with another survivor of that flight 

and he was told he almost did not make it as the altitude where they got hit was almost minus 40 

degrees and the blood from his wound actually froze his body to the sphere and they almost did not 

get him out of the place after the crash.  Mr. Brent healed from his wounds and went back to full  

combat duty and flew another 27 missions, two in one day on D-Day over Germany, the very same 

day my Uncle Ernest Lightfoot parachuted with the 101

st

 into Normandy.   

 Mr. Brent concluded his speech and fielded questions for about twenty minutes after which 

Brooke and I had a chance to shake his hand and thank him for all he has done.   

 Chaires UMC has a long history of recognizing veterans and it wasn’t but a few years back that 

our Men’s Ministry honored all  our WWII veterans at that time by buying engraved bricks laid at the 

WWII Memorial in front of our County Courthouse.  My dad, my Uncle and at least 10 others from 

Chaires are so honored there.    

 Brooke and I left Mr. Brent and his friends with a new found appreciation for the sacrifices of 

the “Greatest Generation” and a new found understanding of and appreciation for a much taken for 

granted term called Freedom. 

~ by Gordon Lightfoot 
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~ State of the Church – cont’d from Pg. 1 

other programs and Worship attendance which has created a challenge to find space to 

meet the needs of a growing church and community. 

This brings me to our church expansion project.  Over the past four years Chaires UMC 

has experienced an average annual growth rate of ten percent.  Our community continues 

to grow, and so does our church as people seek out to find a church home.  I believe that it 

is the presence of the Lord in the lives of the people that draws visitors to Chaires. And it is 

the love, the nurturing, and the random acts of kindness and sincerity of heart that 

welcomes them into the Chaires UMC family.  I call this passionate hospitality.   

I believe that the passionate hospitality that one finds at Chaires UMC is calling the 

congregation to take a step of faith.  A step of faith in providing the necessary space 

needed to meet the needs of our growing community.  The building committee has 

presented the plans and the pledge drive has begun.  Truly, this project is a step of faith. 

Perhaps Chaires UMC can find assurance in the pages of Haggai.  “Work, for I am 

with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made with you when you 

came out of Egypt.  My Spirit abides among you; fear not.”   

In the Book of Haggai, we find God’s temple was not finished and the Lord calls on 

the prophet Haggai to deliver the message that the time has come to build the house of the 

Lord.  The message was, “Go up into the mountains and bring down the timber and build 

the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. So, the Lord’s 

message sti rred the spirit of Zerubbabel and Joshua and the spirit of the whole remnant of 

the people and they began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty.  This short but 

powerful book in the Bible is one of great expectations, founded on the presence, the 

power and the purpose of God. 

Truly the presence of the Lord is at Chaires UMC, and where God is at work in the lives 

of His people, there is also the promise of a brighter future.  For as the apostle Paul says, “No 

eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for 

those who love him” (1 Cor. 2:9).   

The people of Chaires UMC are truly a blessing to serve for they have ministered 

much more to me, than I have to them.  They continue to embrace my family with love and 

kindness and I am looking forward to serving here with great expectations and a brighter 

future as we grow together in the likeness of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

_§ªª=
Is Our Life Too busy For God 

What does God see as He tracks our activities each day?  I believe he sees many of us struggling with 

daily life, forgetting He is there to help us.  He sees worry, not only about this day, but the days 

beyond.  He sees us focus on ourselves rather than showing love to others through service.  He sees us 

keep our mouths shut when He opens a door because we are fearful of what people might think or 

scared we don’t know enough.  He sees us choose much less than the best He planned for us by dong 

things in our own strength, and often suffering the consequences of bad decisions.  He sees us unsure 

of our spiritual gift(s) and hesitant to step out in faith.  He sees far too many of us walk away from 

him and choose the path of our adversary, concentrating on the here-and-now rather than our future 

with Him.  When we let our lives become so busy that little time is spent with Him, we have allowed 

our focus to stray.  We have been tempted and we have accepted a lie.  God’s desire is for us to spend 

time with Him in prayer and study of His Word.  Let this be the year that you draw near to Him and 

allow Him to draw near to you. 

~ by Lynne Mulder – reprinted from an earlier newsletter 
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